Worksheet 8.1


Drugs & the Law - Are they breaking the law?

Answer the following questions in pairs

1. Paul and Jean are 13 and drinking cider on a street corner.  Are they breaking the law?

2. Hanif is 14.  He goes into a local shop and buys 20 cigarettes.  Is he breaking the law?

3. Nina is 15 and buys some lighter fuel (butane gas) from a shop to sniff with her friend.  Is she breaking the law?

4. Chris grows cannabis plants in his bedroom at home.  He probably will not use it.  Is he breaking the law?

5. Ray pools his money with 3 friends and goes off to buy 4 ecstasy tablets.  Could Ray be prosecuted for supplying drugs?

6. Jenny’s mum has multiple sclerosis.  She finds that smoking cannabis makes her feel much better.  Jenny gets the cannabis for her.  Are they both breaking the law? 

7. John rolls a cannabis joint, smokes half and gives the other half to his friend Celia.  Are they both breaking the law?

8. Gareth rides his motorbike home after drinking two pint of lager.  Is he breaking the law?

Drugs & The Law – Answers

1. No – in most cases.  However, many towns and cities now have 

        by-laws making it illegal to drink on the streets at any age.  Swindon town 

        centre and other areas that have dispersal orders placed on them are part of 

        this by-law. 

2. No.  The person who sells Hanif the cigarettes is breaking the law if it is obvious that he is under 18 years.  This changed from 1st October 2007 so you may be asked to show your citizen cards more often.

3. No.  The person who sells Nina the gas is breaking the law if it is obvious she is under 18 years.

4. Yes – even if she does not harvest the cannabis and use it – growing cannabis from seed is “production of Class B drug”.

5. Yes.  Ray is supplying a Class A drug.  The penalties for supplying drugs are more than for individual possession.  Remember, supply means selling or GIVING another person a controlled substance.

6. Yes.  Jenny is supplying a Class B drug and her mum is in possession of it.  However, because her mum is an adult in her own home, she would not be arrested but may be cautioned for cannabis possession.  The law is different for under 18 year olds, who can be arrested for possession.

7. Yes, the same as before – John is supplying a Class B drug and Celia is in possession of it.  

8. Yes – the drink driving laws apply to motorbikes, scooters and bikes the same as cars, and 2 pints is over the drink drive limit as it is approx 4 units [the safest way to stay within the drink drive limit is to not drink any alcohol as it affects people very differently].

