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Drug, Alcohol & Tobacco Education

Lesson Plan

	Year Group:
Year 11
	Lesson Number:
2

Lesson Heading:
Responsibilities & Consequential 


Thinking

	Learning Outcomes:

Pupils:

· Understand the impact of substance use both to the person and others

· Review and deepen their understanding of the laws and rules around drugs and alcohol



	Links:

This lesson contributes towards:

QCA Key Stage 4 Learning Outcomes:
2a, 2e, 

ECM Outcomes:



BH, SS



	Resources Required for Lesson:

· Sets of ‘If you made the laws’ statements and activity sheet



	Beginning:

(
Outline session and learning outcomes

(
Refer to group agreement, rewards and sanctions



	Main Activities:

Activity 1: Outline current UK Drug Law

The underlying principal of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 is that drugs felt to be of most harm are categorised under:

· Class A  - Heroin , Cocaine, Crack Cocaine, Magic Mushrooms, LSD, Ecstasy Methamphetamine (a.k.a. crystal meths)

· Class B  - Cannabis and Amphetamine (a.k.a. speed)

· Class C – Ketamine, GHB and Anabolic Steroids
The drug laws are changed regularly, according to research and drug use trends – e.g. magic mushrooms were recently re-classified to Class A from B, Methamphetamine is a newly classified drug that is considered very harmful, so is automatically Class A, Cannabis was re-classified in January 2009
Under each classification there are separate laws for:

· Production (growing/chemically producing) 

· Supply (selling or giving to another person)

· Intent to supply (planning to supply)

· Possession (either with intent to supply or for personal use)

The penalties for these are based on whether the person is causing harm or potential harm to others, i.e. they are tougher for suppliers than for a person in possession for personal use, and the cannabis laws are more severe if an adult is supplying an under 18.  For more information consult www.talktofrank.com or www.drugscope.org.

Activity 2: If You Made The Laws

Small Group Discussion & Whole Class Plenary
Divide class into groups of six, give each group 1 pack of statement cards and one instruction sheet.  Before activity starts, state that all the acts on the statement cards are currently illegal, but what the pupils are to do is to discuss and evaluate how harmful they feel they each are.

· In groups pupils rank the statement cards 1 – 10 from “worst” to “least”  

· Each group to then decide what sanctions they would apply to the two “worst” and the two “least” harmful

Some points to cover during group and plenary discussion:
Issues pupils based their discussions on:  e.g. age, gender, if person is a parent, an adult supplying a child, who else is affected by their criminal behaviour, what impact it has on society, health services, possible harm.  Is the person only responsible for their own safety, or are they responsible for others?

· Alcohol related deaths = approx 35,000 per year 

· Smoking  related deaths = approx 125,000 per year 

· All the illegal substances put together = approx 2,000 per year

· There are laws to stop under 18’s buying cigarettes and alcohol, does anyone think they should be illegal? Would they be Class A drugs if newly discovered?

· Solvents can kill instantly, the first time someone even tries them – over 100 under 16 year olds die every year from solvent use

· Children and young people who use drugs and alcohol at an early age are more likely to experience problems with their use, maturity can reduce the harm (too much too soon increases harm)




